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The CASE of the Contractors with the P} 
CLAAR of MOSCOPFTY, for the Sole 75 
Importation of Tobacco into his Dominions. {| 


AHEY were mcouraged to enter into a Treaty with the Czar for a 

Free Importation of Tobacco 1nto his Dominmions, by a BI LL 

that was Depending 1n the Houſe of Commons for Inlarging the 

Trade co Ruſſia, by an Eafie Admitſion into the Freedom of that 

Company ; and they deterred the Concluding any Abſolute Agrecment, ill 

the BILL had paſted that Houſe, and had Deferred it till it had Paſſed the 

Houſe of Loris and the Royal Aflenr, bur that the C'zarand his Miniſters, 
were then upon their Departure. 


Theythougnht a Thing of that Nature, fo greatly and unqueſtionably Ad- 
vaitageous to this Kingdom, and by which no Man's Property was Invaded 
(becau'c the L&I L.L made no Alteration in their Charter , but only fixed the 
xine for 2dimillion ; which neither their Charter nor the AcEt of Parliament 
char Confirmed it, takes any notice of ) would not have met with any Oppo- 
fiton. 


They paid the Czar i 2000/, immediately upon Signing the Contract, and it 
colt them above 1000 /. more 1n other Charges to obtain it; and this they did 
before one halt of the Sum was ſubſcribed that was intended for a Stock ſuffi- 
cient to Carry on the Trade. But when the BILL was oppoſed, all further 
Subſcriptions ceaſed ; every body being ſenſible that without a Freedom of the 
Ruſſia Company , the Trade could not be Carried on to any Advantage ; and 
unlcfs the. Terms of Adnuſl:on were very cabe, thoſe Perſons that were bur lit- 
tleconcerned in the Tobacco Contract, would not take their Freedom: And 
except every Man concerned were Free , the Trade could not be driven : 
thus the whole Burchen of that Undertaking tell upon the Shoulders of Seven- 
ty or Eighty Perſons, who were the Firſ{t Subſcribers ; and ſome of thoſe up- 
on the fore-mcntioncd Difcouragements, do refuſe to pay their Proportion of 
the 13000 /. or be ans ways concerned in the Trade. 


Nevertheleſs the reſt thought it needful to ſend ſome Tobacco, and thereby 
ſhew their willingneſs to Comply with their part of the Contract, leſt the C'zar 
ſhould take an Advantage by their Neglect, and fo they might loſe the 12000 /. 
paid Him, and all cheir other'Charges; and the Nation the Advantage of that 


Liberty which had becn fo long defired. 


But the BILL not paſſing , and the Ruta Company having power to ſcize* 
any Engliſhmens Ships and Goods that Trade to Ryf/ta without their Licence, 
they could nor ſend any Tobacco from hence directly for Archangel, the only 
Port of Rufjia: Therefore they ordered: abour 110000 Pounds of Virginis 
Leaf ( thar were ficlt ſent from London to Holland) to be ſent from Holland thi- 
ther. What more they could get ready tor that Seaſon, which was abour 
1 80000 Pounds of Role and Cut Tooacco, with Tobacco Pipes, Boxes, 0c. 
they were forced to ſend from hence by way of Narva, a Sweeds Porr ; _ 
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hath proved very prejudicial to them, becauſe the Sweeds detnand upon the 
Role 17, and upon the Cut 24, per Cent. Cuitom, according to the true value: 
all which might aave becn faved, itthey had had Liberty tohave ſent it direct - 
I to Archangel. 


Their Factors in Ryfiz have ſold part of the Tobacco that was ſent them, 
and write that 1n a few vears a very conſiderable Quantity may be Vended 
there ; but being a New Thing,it will require Time and a great Charge, to pu: 
2c into a Right Merchod , and make it Diffulive throughout that Vaſt Empire. 


They hope their Undertaking being of fuch National Advantage , and by 
which they have ar preſent ſolide Profpet of Profit to themſelves, will meer 
with all due Incouragement from the Publick. 


If they cannot obtain their Freedom of the Ruta Company this Seſſions, 
upon Moderate Terms, they ſhall not be able ro Comply with their Contract 
with the Czar, but muſt be forced to throw up their Patent, or difpoſe bf ir 
co the Dutch on the beſt Terms they can; for the Ruſja Company will neither 
make uſe of it themſelves (tho the Contractors have proffered it them and a 
Large Sum of Money, to accept of it ) nor ſuffer others to do it, that would, 
Except upon ſuch Conditions as cannot be Complicd with. 
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